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Sedex SMETA, or Supplier Ethical Data Exchange 
- Sedex Members Ethical Trade Audit, serves to 
assess responsible business practices within the 
supply chain, covering labour, health and safety, 
environment, and business ethics.

To undergo a Sedex SMETA audit, your company 
must be a Sedex member, facilitating transparency 
and responsible sourcing by sharing supply chain 
information.

SMETA employs a multi-stakeholder approach, 
considering perspectives from workers, manage-
ment, and local communities. It focuses on four 
key pillars: labour standards, health and safety, 
environmental practices, and business ethics.

SMETA 7.0 audits follow the updated methodology, which 
includes opening and closing meetings, interviews, 
site tours, and documentation reviews to ensure the 
accuracy and transparency of the information provided. 
The Management Systems Assessment (MSA) is a new 
feature in SMETA 7.0 that reviews a site’s internal systems 
to prevent non-compliance risks, offering a more proactive 
approach to risk management. 

This new feature in SMETA 7.0 promotes long-term 
collaboration between buyers, suppliers, and au-
ditors to address complex issues that require mul-
ti-stakeholder involvement. CAR findings ensure 
that all parties are involved in solving systemic 
issues, encouraging continuous improvement.

After the audit, a detailed report is generated, 
highlighting areas of compliance and non-compliance. 
The report includes recommendations and corrective 
action plans for areas needing improvement.

Sedex SMETA audits are widely accepted globally, 
enhancing a company’s reputation by showcasing 
its commitment to responsible sourcing and 
ethical business practices.

After the audit, a detailed report is generated high-
lighting areas of compliance and non-compliance. A 
Corrective Action Plan (CAP) is provided to address 
any areas needing improvement.
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Why choose LRQA?

On-the-ground expertise

We have over 800 ESG industry experts 
across the globe, working with clients 
to drive strategic transformation 
throughout their supply chains, to meet 
regulatory requirements and deliver 
against their business objectives.  

Continuous assurance

Our connected portfolio of solutions 
enables you to go beyond regulatory 
obligations and take a complete 
approach to end-to-end, continuous 
management of risks across your 
supply chain. 

Solution-based partnerships

Through our solutions-based approach, 
we can take you beyond compliance 
and enable you to drive sustainable 
growth, through responsible sourcing.

Data-driven decision making

We invest in digital platforms that give 
you deep insight into your operations. 
Our human intelligence is enhanced by 
extensive analytics capabilities which 
can be applied to address current and 
future risks within your operations and 
supply chain.

Contact us to find out how LRQA can help you with your responsible sourcing needs  ->
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LRQA
1 Trinity Park
Bickenhill Lane
Birmingham
B37 7ES

Get in touch
Visit www.lrqa.com/uk for more information, email enquiries.uk@lrqa.com 
or call +44 (0)1221 817 4000

About LRQA:
LRQA is the leading global assurance partner, bringing together decades of unrivalled expertise in assessment, advisory, 
inspection and cybersecurity services.

Our solutions-based partnerships are supported by data-driven insights that help our clients solve their biggest business 
challenges. Operating in more than 150 countries with a team of more than 5,000 people, LRQA’s award-winning compliance, 
supply chain, cybersecurity and ESG specialists help more than 61,000 clients across almost every sector to anticipate, mitigate 
and manage risk wherever they operate.

In everything we do, we are committed to shaping a better future for our people, our clients, our communities and our planet.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/lrqa/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Obbf1dUW2mo
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