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Understanding IATF 16949 6th 
Edition rules
The 6th Edition of the IATF 16949 Rules, which govern the certification and audit processes, 
was published on March 31, 2024. These new rules will become effective on January 1, 
2025, replacing the previous 5th Edition. This update does not change the IATF 16949:2016 
standard itself but modifies the guidelines for audits and certification procedures.

The 6th Edition of the IATF 16949 rules, published on 31 March 2024, 
introduces significant updates to the auditing and certification processes. 
Here, we discuss five changes and implications.
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Five things you should know about IATF 16949 
6th Edition rules

All audits from January 1, 
2025, will adhere to the new 6th 
Edition of the IATF Rules. 

This revision impacts the procedures 
and guidelines for conducting 
audits, not the IATF 16949:2016 
standard itself, so no Transition 
audit is required. Clients will follow 
their current audit schedule.

The new definition for an Extended 
Manufacturing Site (EMS) is that it 
must be within 10 miles (16 km) and 
60 minutes driving distance from the 
main site. 

Sites not meeting this definition will 
be considered a Main site in the 2025 
audits and will need re-contracting 
under a Corporate scheme.

The 6th Edition rules only permit 
two Surveillance visits in each 
3-year audit cycle, eliminating the 
6-monthly and 9-monthly intervals. 

Clients on these intervals must shift 
to 12-monthly contracts. Waivers 
can be obtained for those wanting to 
maintain 6 or 9-month intervals until 
the next CR visit.

Audit durations now include additional 
audit time for activities like verification 
of previous nonconformities, 
translation time, and investigation of 
significant changes. 

A minimum of 1.5 audit days is required 
for regular visits at Main sites, and 30% 
of audit time must be dedicated to 
auditing the manufacturing process. 
Audit planning must be completed 
90 days prior to the audit, and clients 
must provide planning information 30 
days in advance.

Major non-conformities (NCs) require 
the client to submit corrective 
actions within 15 days and complete 
implementation within 60 days. 
Minor NCs have a 60-day submission 
timeline. 

Virtual audits are allowed only for 
Standalone Remote Supporting 
Locations (RSLs) under specific 
conditions. Onsite audits are 
mandatory for Main manufacturing 
sites, regardless of the client’s 
home-based remote work setup.

Roll over for detail



Our IATF 16949 services

Training
Whether you’re new to IATF 16949 
or are looking to develop your current 
training programme, we’ve got a variety 
of training courses that are all delivered 
by LRQA’s extensive team of QMS 
experts.

Gap analysis
Our IATF 16949 gap analysis service 
assesses your existing QMS against the 
most recent publication of the standard 
to report on the state of your current 
system and develop a plan to achieve 
compliance.

Certification
IATF 16949 applies to the design and 
development, production, installation, 
and servicing of automotive products. 
As one of only a few recognised 
certification bodies, LRQA provides 
IATF 16949 services globally.

Integrated audits
Organisations that implement 
several other management systems 
and standards such as ISO 9001, 
ISO 27001, and ISO 450001 may 
benefit from a single, coordinated 
assessment with reduced costs.
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Find out more about LRQA’s IATF 16949 solutions  

LRQA is one of only a few providers recognised by the IATF to provide IATF 16949 certification and has signed an agreement with the Society 
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders to provide IATF 16949 certification services globally.

https://www.lrqa.com/en-gb/iatf-16949/
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LRQA
1 Trinity Park
Bickenhill Lane
Birmingham
B37 7ES
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Get in touch
Visit www.lrqa.com/uk for more information, email enquiries.uk@lrqa.com or call 0800 783 2179

Care is taken to ensure that all information provided is accurate and up to date; however, LRQA accepts no responsibility for inaccuracies in or changes to information.
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About LRQA: 
LRQA is a leading global assurance partner, bringing together decades of unrivalled expertise in assessment, advisory, inspection and cybersecurity 
services – underpinned by data-driven insights – to help its clients navigate a new era of risk.
 

Operating in more than 160 countries with a team of more than 5,000 people, LRQA’s award-winning compliance, supply chain, cybersecurity and  
ESG specialists help more than 60,000 clients across almost every sector to anticipate, mitigate and manage risk wherever they operate.
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